PREFACE
DEMOCRACY against totalitarianism; freedom from want
against want of freedom; world-wide co-operation against
domination by regimentation and suppression : such are the issues
of the present struggle as they are generally defined. But beneath
them there are forces at work which are common to all countries
and which have thrown both opposing camps into the present
turmoil. These forces arise out of a sense of values which differs
from that of past generations. In this process of revaluation,
the shrinking of the world is a factor of primary importance.
Spiritual and material intercourse is increasing in time and space
on an unprecedented scale. The outcome of this forces us to
face the problem of a world administered as one coherent unit
and to make the best use of the resources which Nature and
Man have put at our disposal. We are witnessing to-day the
birth-pangs of a new era. We must adapt ourselves to a new
outlook and to a new mode of living which ask for the utmost
courage, vision and rationality in our thoughts and actions. Our
task is immense, not only in its vastness and complexity, but in
its uniqueness. It is fhe first time in history that the social and
economic fabric of the whole of mankind has been in a state of
transformation at the same time and with the same goal. No
country can live in isolation, and every change in the structure
of one country has its inevitable reactions on the rest of the world.
Every country has not only a duty towards itself but towards
the world. Domestic reconstruction is the fundamental counter-
part of international co-operation, and vice versa.
Planning on a national scale must be conceived, therefore, as
an essential part of these wider issues. The post-war world
which Great Britain wants to build up at home is but a fraction
of the problem which confronts the post-war world. It would
be presumptuous to claim that one person or even a group of
selected persons could contribute towards the solution of these
problems more than modest suggestions in one field or another.
This book is certainly no exception; and I am sure of the support of
the various authors who co-operated by writing the memoranda of
the second part when I add that they realise the limitations of this
study in view of the multitude of problems involved in National and
World Planning. But the general tendency of the book is dictated
by the recognition of the worldwide interdependence of social
and economic forces. The problems which have been dealt with
and the suggestions which have been worked out with special
regard to Great Britain will have relevance for other countries.